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TYLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 
SPECIAL MEETING 
APRIL 14, 2000 ---- 8:30 a.m. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS . ON THIS THE 14th day of April, 2000 the 
Commissioners' Court in and for Tyler County, Texas convened in a Special Meeting at 
the Commissioners' Courtroom in Woodville; Texas, the following members of the Court 
present, to wit: ' 

MAXIE L. RILEY 
RUSTY HUGHES 
.I0E MARSHALL 
HENRY EARL SAWYER 
DONECE GREGORY 

COMMISSIONER, PCT. # I ,presiding 
COMMISSIONER, PCT. #2 
COMMISSIONER, PCT. #3 
COMMISSIONER, peT. #4 
COUNTY CLERK, EX OFFICIO 

\ 

The following were absent: none thereby constituting a quorum. In addition to ,the 
above were: 

JOYCE MOORE 
TINA CARILLO 

COUNTY AUDITOR 
COUNTY TREASURER 

A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall and seconded by Commissioner Sawyer 
to approve the minutes of April 10,2000. All voted yes and none no. 

Commissioner Marshall motioned to approve paying the Tyler County bills. 
Commissioner Sawyer seconded the motion.: All voted yes and none no. 

Jimmie presented the 911 update. He Ielt the entire county would be completed by the 
end ofthe year. He described the transition status of going from Southwestern Bell to the 
State's computer. Jimmie reported he was having trouble getting records of addresses 
from the Colmesneil exchange. ' 

Randy I3latlks and Sydney Allison presented a resolution for TCF Application for road 
improvements to a nursery site off Pope Mill Road. This nursery will employ from 10-40 
persons. The grant will be for up to $375,000 and the match will be provided by 
Timberland. A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall to adopt the resolution as 
long as there is no cost to the county. Commissioner Sawyer seconded the motion. All 
voted yes and none no. SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION. 

Commissioner Sawyer motioned to approve {he County Treasurer's February monthly 
report and to table the March monthly reports of the Treasurer and County Auditor until 
next month, due to a $203.53 discrepancy in qeneral Fund. Commissioner Marshall 
seconded the motion. All voted yes and none no. SEE ATTACHED REPORT. 
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Commissioners' Court 
April 14, 2000 

A motion was made by Commissioner Marshall and seconded by Commissioner 
Sawyer to approve the'Agricultural Agents monthly report. All voted yes and none no.· 
SEE ATTACHED 

Steve Bird presented a report on delinquent ad valorem taxes. He praised the work of 
Sandra Crittenden and her department that made his job easier. A motion was made hy 
Commissioner Sawyer to approve the delinquent tax report. Commissioner Marshall 
seconded the motion. All voted yes and none, no. SEE ATTACHED 

Commissioner Marshall motioned to approve 'a two year contract between 'tyler 
County and Calame, et aJ for collection of delinquent taxes, as recommended by Sandra 
Crittenden. Commissioner Sawyer seconded the motion. Alrvoted yes and none no. 
SEE ATTACHED CONTRACT. . . I 

Commissioner Hughes motioned the meeting adjourned. 

URTHER BUSINESS,THE MEETING ADJOURNED .. 9:10a.m. 

----j~,£f.,#~~b"oc;.£.----- .Jerome Owens, County Judge 

e Q W ~ .Maxie Is. Riley, Comm. Pct. f/I 

_~ d# Rusty Hughes, Comm. Pet. #2 

d~ ~~Marshall,comm. Pet. "3 

.'t& ~..J:!l'nry Earl Sa,,),er, Comm. Pet. #4 . 

• 1. 
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_..Jlooece Gregory, County Clerk 
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RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING THROUGH THE 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TEXAS CAPITAL FUND 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners Court of the County of Tyler as follows: 

SECTION 1. 
The Commissioners Court has reviewed and hereby approves an application for: (list activities, 
location and dollar amount) 

Award for all weather road improvements on County Road 4300 from FM 1013 
to Plant Farm. $340,000.00 

Administration Grant - $ 35,000.00 

SECTION 2. 
The Commissioners Court has reviewed and hereby agrees to comply with all assurances executed 
in connection with the application and, if funded the award. 

SECTION 3. 
The County Judge is hereby authorized and directed to act on the City's/County's behalfin all matters 
pertaining to this application. 

SECTION 4. 
The Commissioners Court has reviewed and hereby agrees not to participate in program income 
recapture and will return all program income to the State to be placed in a statewide Revolving Loan 
Fund to be used by the State to fund future economic development awards. By agreeing to this 
measure, the County understands thatitwill be eligible to receive as many Texas Capital Fund awards 
per program year as it has eligible projects. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Commissioners Court of the County of Tyler held on 
14th day of April by the following vote: 

County Commissioner Precinct 1 
County of Tyler 

AYES:LNAYS:~ABSENT:L 

KMC:IWordPerfect.docsITexas Clients -CountieslTyler County\2000 TCF ApplicationlResolution.wpd 
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2 GENERAL TAX ASSESSOR 4173- ISOFIWARE $12.,544.57 
3 GENERAL coUNTY 4194-4197 ISOFIWARE - $30,428J)() 
4 _ GENERAL COUNTY 4205-42071SOFrWAREIHARDWARE $42,155.00 

. 5 ROAD BRIDGE I IGOMM. PRC!'. I 4180-4181 IDPMP TRUCK $6,250.00 
, ROAD BRIDGE III K:;oMM. PRC!'.III 4203-4204 ~stANGTRActoR $30~OO.00 
7 ROAD .BRIDGE III ICOMM. PRC!'. III 4189-4190 K;AT LOADER $28,600.00 
s ROAD BRIDGErvT IGOMM. PRcr. IV 4198-4202 ~OHNDEERE 67O-C GRADER $98,600.00 
, CO CLERK RMP K:;oUNTY CLERK 4177 - [2600 MICROF1Lt\·l CAl\~ERA $7 ,425 ~45 
10 CO CLERKRMP ICOUNTYCLERK 4184-4185 ~ARnWARElSOFfWARE $11,875.00 
11 CO CLERK RMP ~UNTY CLERK 4192-4193 !BALLOT TAB. SYSTEM $16,756.67 
12 JAIL t &. s COUNTY PRINCIPLE JAil.. $225,000.00 
13 JAIL I & S g)UNTY INI'EREST JAIL $9,000.00 
14 

15 troTAL $519.134.69 
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Members of Tyler County Commissioners' Court~ Tyler County, Woodville, Texas. 

Asper your request, please takenot.e tlle following listed interest rates available to tlle 
county as of February, 2000. 

FND Now Account InterestRnte-----------------S.830% 
(Per Depository Contract Agreement) 

Tina Carillo, County Treasurer 
Woodville, Tyler County, TeKas 
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WIlNESS OUR I-IANDS,officially, tltis the If day of 4z.v1 
1999. 

,AD, 

Com. Pre. 1., Tyler County, 
Woodville, Texas 

County Judge, Tyler County; 
Woodville, Texas 

./,j~&~ 
~ct. III, Tyler County, . 

Woodville, Texas 

Com. Pret. II, Tyler County, 
Woodville, Texas 

Com. P ct. IV, Tyler Count, 
Woodville, Texas 

SWORN AND SUBSCRIDED before me by, Hon. Jerome P. Owens, Jr., County Judge, 
HOll. Maxie L. Riley, Conunissioner Pret. I, HOlt Rusty Hughes, CommissionerPret. II, 
HOll. Joe C. Marshall, Commissioner Pret. III, Hon. Henry E. sawyer, COliunissioner Pret 
IV, Comfy CommissioneB' CoUll Of}J!;: L:fy, Woodville, Texas, each and 
respectively, on this the 4_day of?~ f ' A. D., 1999. 

~ 



DOl/glas Steven Bird 

LINEBARGER HEARD GOGGAN BLAIR 
GRAHAM PENA,~,..sAMPSON, LLP 

ATTORNEYS· AT LAW 

1949 SOUTH I.H. 35 
P. O. BOX 17428 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78760 

512/447-6675 
FAX 512/443-3494 

April 12, 2000 

email tosteve.bird@publicans.com 

Honorable Jerome P. Owens, County Judge 
Tyler County 
102 Courthouse 
Woodville, Texas 75979 

Re: Activity Report on Delinquent Tax Collections Reporting period of January 1, 1998 
through April 10, 2000 / Delinquent Tax Contract Renewal 

Dear Judge Owens: 

In an effort to keep you and Commissioners Court informed as to our activities, we would 
submit this report which summarizes our work and the results we have achieved in delinquent tax 
collections on behalf of Tyler County 

We are enclosing a renewal contract that will, if approved, continue our delinquent tax 
collection services for Tyler County. The purposes of this letter are to briefly summarize our 
collection activities on behalf of the Tyler County and to respectfully submit our application for a 
contract renewal. 

MAILINGS 

During this reporting period our law firm has continued an extensive mailing pr6gram to 
ensure that delinquent taxpayers are aware that they owe taxes to Tyler County. We have sent 
almost 30,000 warning notice letters written in increasing severity of tone to delinquent taxpayers 
during this reporting period. Every taxpayer on your delinquent roll with a current address has 
heard from us at least nine (9) times. 

LAWSUITS 

Where requests for payment and all other negotiations have failed, we have backed up our 
notice letters with lawsuits. During this reporting period we have filed 166 lawsuits against over 
500 defendants and 199 parcels of real property seeking the collection of slightly more than 
$320,000 in delinquent taxes, penalties, and interest. At the same time, we have continued to 
prosecute any case which was already pending prior to this reporting period. 



Honorable Jerome P. Owens, County Judge 
April 12,2000 
Page 2 

DISMISSALS 

Upon our filing a suit, the property owner frequently voluntarily pays the taxes after being 
served with citation. It is our practice to then dismiss the case, and the litigation comes to an end as 
to that particular person and property. During this reporting period, we have dismissed, as paid, a 
total of 25 lawsuits that involved in excess of $45,000 in taxes, penalties, and interest. 

JUDGMENTS / SALES 

Courtroom judgments have been taken in 79 lawsuits involving more than $13 8 ,000. These 
judgments include tax foreclosures on 75 tracts ofland and 37 personal judgments against owners of 
delinquent personal property. If payment of the tax is not forthcoming and judgment has previously 
been entered, our next collection step is to offer the property for sale. During this reporting period 
we have prosecuted five (5) tax sales involving 21 tracts of real property. Those sales have resulted 
in over $25,000 in direct tax revenue. 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS 

By the use of all of our collection tools, including notice letters, specialized demand letters, 
and litigation, we have collected on your behalf just over $676,000 in delinquent taxes, penalty and 
interest during this reporting period. 

We appreciate the opportunity to represent you and will continue working closely with you 
and the County Tax Assessor - Collector to provide assistance and advice in all property tax 
matters, including changes in the law brought about by the property tax code. Should there be any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very Truly Yours, 

~~Ud 
Partner 

Cc: Sandra Harrison Crittenden, Tax Assessor Collector 
Tyler County Tax Office 
1001 West Bluff 
Woodville, Texas 75979 
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,CONTRACT FOR THE COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF TYLER 

THIS CONTRACT is made and entered into by and between TYLER COUNTY, acting 
herein by and through its governing body, hereinailer styled First Party, and the law iirmof 
LINEBARGER HEARD GOGGAN BLAIR GRAHAM PENA & SAMPSON, LLP, 1949 SOllth 
LH. 35, Austin, Texas, hereinafter styled Second Party. 

First Party agrees to employ and does hereby employ Second Party to enforce by suit or 
otherwise the collection of all delinquent taxes, penalty and interest owing to First party and all 
other taxing jurisdictions whose taxes are collected by First Party. Current taxes I~dling 

delinquent within the period of this contract shall become subject to its terms when placed in , 
litigation or on the first day of July of the year in which the taxes become delinquent, whichever 
date is sooner. 

II 

Second Party is to call to the attention of the collector or other officials any errors, double 
assessments or other discrepancies coming under its observation during the progress of the work, 
and is to intervene on behalf of First Party in all suits for taxes hereafter filed by any taxing unit 
on property located within its corporate limits. 

III 

Second Party shall perform the following special services: 

(a) perform mass mailing of delinquent tax notices a minimum of four (4) times each 
year to all delinquent taxpayers for whom addresses are available from the county 
tax office, unless such taxpayer(s) is in bankruptcy. 

{b) address five (5) delinquent accounts styled "unknown owner" each month in an 
effort to resolve ownership and/or validity of assessment together with reports on 
resolution each quarter. 

(c) provide a written over-all delinquent tax collection report four (4) times each year. 

IV 

First Party agrees to pay to Second Party as compellsation for the services required 
hereunder fifteen (15%) percent of the amount collected of all delinquent taxes, perialty and 
interest for the years covered by this contract, actually collected and paid to the coUector of taxes 
during the term of this contract, as and when collected. All compensation above provided for 
shall become the property of Second Party at the time payment of the taxes, penalty and interest 
is made to the collector. The collector shall pay over said funds monthly by check. 

v 

In those cases where collection of taxes are enforced by suit, First Party agrees to . furnish 
to Second Party the name, identity, and location of necessary parties, together with legal 
descriptions of property on which delinquent taxes are due. Second Party shall, however, 
advance all charges and expenses on behalf of First Party which are incurred in procuring such 
information. Any recovery of such expenses by First Party under TEX. TAX CODE ANN. 
§33.48 shall be paid over to Second Party as and when collected. 

... ~ 

J 



I 

l 
'\ 

VI 

This contract is drawn to cover a period of two years beginning July 1, 2000. Thereafter, 
this contract will continue on a month to month basis until such time as First Party notifies 
Second Party that it does not wish to continue the agreement. Notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary herein, this agreement may be terminated by First Party at any time by the giving of 
thirty (30) days ~rilten notice thereof to Second Party. St.!cond Party shaH have six months 
following termination of the contract to reduct.! to judgment all suits filed prior thereto. In 
consideration of the terms and compensation herein stated, Second Party hereby accepts said 
employment and undertakes the performance of said contract as above written. 

This contract is executed on behalf of First Party by the presiding officer of its governing 
body who is authorized to execute this instrument by order heretofore passed and duly recorded 
in its minutes. 

I 

S the signatures of all parties hereto in duplicate originals this the I' 7 day of 
_~..::...::;~=~ ______ 2000, Tyler County, Texas. 

LINEBARGER HEARD GOGGAN BLAIR GRAHAM PENA & SAMPSON, LLP 

::CO~iL 
For . FIrm 


